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Abstract

Creativity is a catchphrase frequently used in association with education, as it is
seen to be a method of providing original solutions to unique problems of
school graduates. Kosovo as a post-conflict society with extreme unemployment
is unquestionably in need of solutions. Creativity, while easily identified as a
solution, needs to be based on a solid foundation of understanding if it’s to be
utilized to its full potential. In the case of Kosovo, what is required is an explicit
academic understanding of creativity. Kosovo needs localized data and litera-
ture on creativity and creative potential, as well as student’s and teacher’s
implicit and explicit understanding of creativity and knowledge of the role
creativity plays in the classroom. To measure and understand in more depth the
presented issue, this study conducted a four-phase fixed equivalent sequential
mixed method research. Phase 01, Quantitative: 552 pre-high school students
(grade 5, 7 & 9) participated in the Torrance Test of Creative Thinking (TTCT).
Phase 02, Qualitative: 12 focus groups with students (total of 45 students).
Phase 03, Quantitative: homeroom teacher’s participation in ranked scaled
questioning (42 teachers evaluating 442 students). Phase 04, Qualitative: home-
room teacher’s participation in semi-structured interviews (9 in-depth inter-
views with teachers). The purpose was to measure the creative potential of pri-
mary school students as well as their homeroom teacher’s perceptions and
experience with creativity in the classroom. What this study discovered was
that, while the Kosovo education system faces several critical issues in regard to
creativity, problems reported throughout this study, these issues are not
insurmountable. Although all sections of the different groups contained within
this study have expressed a desire for and positive attitude toward creativity,
what has been found is a need for more substantial engagement of ministry,
schools and curriculum developers with the key stakeholders, teachers. By
specifying use of the standard definition of creativity, adding creativity to
teacher-in-training programs and implementing a yearly assessment of creative
potential, most of the issues identified would be alleviated. This would increase
the likelihood of Kosovo’s achieving its desired outcome of producing gradu-
ates who are creative.

Key words: creative potential, TTCT, implicit belief, perspectives, primary
education, students, teachers, mix method, Kosovo
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