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Foreword

Florian Mehltretter

«As the lily among thorns» (Song of Songs, 2), thus may be described 
the presence of biblical references and religious thought in literature, 
which this volume explores. But of course, as with most phenome-
na of intertextuality, the presence of religious texts behind or within 
literary texts opens up more detailed questions as to their function 
or role – such as authorizing cantus firmus, object of reference, me-
dium, material to be used or transformed, or dialogic sparring part-
ner. And once we look beyond the realm of the textual, we have to 
acknowledge that religion is not just a configuration of texts; it com-
prises practices and habitual convictions or professions of faith as 
well as institutions. Literary texts may get involved in such practices 
or institutions, they may try to mirror, influence, criticize or change 
them, mourn their loss, compensate for their absence, disguise their 
forbidden presence, and so on. Finally, literary texts can themselves 
be religious texts, instances of theologia ludens, or literary transposi-
tions of religious text types, such as sermons.

The articles collected here break down these general considerations 
into so many precise and varied questions, opening up a rich panora-
ma of early modern literature and its dealings with religion.

Giovanni Cascio’s article on Petrarch and Matthias Flacius Illyri-
cus examines the role played by Petrarch’s Sine nomine and his ‘Bab-
ylonian’ sonnets in printed protestant propaganda of the sixteenth 
century, with special attention given to the ideologically charged 
treatment of textual details in editions and translations. Grace Allen 
follows the impact of Aristotle’s distinction between the anthropo-

Apocalypse, Anti-Catholicism and the Drama of Royalist 
Opposition, 1640–1661
Adrian Streete  · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·  211
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